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Natour’s case unveil the situation of Jordanian prisoners aboard

A committee to be
formed to follow up
on their issues

\
T Ghada Sheikh

my arrest, but I did not get any
reply either.
I was lucky enough to have

L\l

AMMAN - Youth activist
Khalid Natour, 27, who
has been released by Saudi
authorities recently, noted that
his arrest had shed light on the
issue of Jordanians prisoners
abroad.

In an interview, he said that
public movements are about
to form an ad hoc committee
in charged with following the
situation of detainees abroad
and “combat the government’s
silence and failure towards
them”.

Natour, who spent 91 days
in Saudi prisons, denied having
been subject to physical abuse,
but noted that he had witnessed
attacks on other prisoners.

“Public pressure
accompanied by the media
interaction were the main

reasons behind my release,”

he highlighted, adding that
other Jordanian detainees are
just “not lucky enough” to
enjoy the attention he had and
are still behind bars.

-Tells us more about your
arrest

First of all, I work at an
ICT software company in
Amman that have several
branches  outside Jordan,
including Riyadh, therefore,
the company has asked me
and four other colleagues to
go work in Riyadh.

After obtaining the work
permit, I travelled along my
colleagues to Saudi’s capital
on January, 6 2013.

Immediately after arriving
at the airport at 1lpm, and
exactly while having our
passports stamped, [ was taken
to a waiting room, where they
told me that I was arrested
without giving me clear
explanation why.

They even denied knowing
the body that ordered my
arrest, after which I demanded
to contact the Jordanian
embassy in Riyadh to try to
understand the reason behind

'my colleagues waiting for me
and notifying my family with
my arrest.

- Tells us more about the
way you have been arrested

Ileft the airport with a Saudi
police officer while having my
hands and feet handcuffed and
my face covered and was put
inside a car. Then I saw myself
inside a solitary confinement,
which I did not know to which
prison it was affiliated with.

-What
interrogations

The next day, I taken
with two officers and then I
knew that I was detained by
the Saudi intelligence. The
investigations were  about
my participation in protests
outside the Saudi and Bahraini
embassies in Amman, calling
for not sending Jordanian
gendarmerie troupes to
Bahrain and Kuwait.

I confessed taking part
in the protests, which took
place about one year and nine
months before the day of the
arrest.

about the

I asked about the legal
documents of my arrest and the
legitimacy of the interrogations
while being investigated in an
issue that took place on the
Jordanian territories, knowing
that Jordan grants to its citizens
the freedom of expression.

They replied that the Saudi
interior ministry’s  bylaws
allow them to arrest me for six
months without referring me
to the prosecutor general.

I continued to ask for
contacting the Jordanian
embassy, but they refused
my demand. I went over
three interrogations for my
participation in the protests.

- For how long have
you stayed in the solitary
confinement?

For 18 days. They moved
me to a collective prison
upon my several requests

and I was then accompanied
by six men. We were not
allowed to communicate with
the prisoners in other jails
and cameras were installed
everywhere to detect our talks
and movements.

- How was the situation
inside the collective prison?

Pretty weird, particularly
when I knew that the minimum
detention sentence was four
years and without being
referred to the prosecutor. This
have affected my emotional
wellbeing considerably and
made me fear that I would not
gain my freedom before years
to come.

Then I started to come with
the place and requested the
jail’s administration to provide
me with books in order to
continue my master’s degree
while in prison.

On the other hand, the
food and health services were
somehow good and we used to
have a television and a news
paper every now and then.

- Have you met with any
Saudi legal body?

After one month of
my detention, I was given
the chance to meet with
representatives from the Saudi
Human Rights Commission.

They asked my about
my demands, which were to
someone from the Jordanian
embassy, being informed with
my charges and contact my
parents, but nothing happened
and I was only given a glasses.

- Did you know that a huge
public and media pressure
was placed in Jordan to call
for your release while you
were still in jail?

I sensed this during my
meeting with the commission’s
representative.

- Have you been tortured
or subject to ill-treatment?
No I was not subjected
to any type of torture, but
some inmates who were with
my in jail were, so it seems
that the public pressure in
Jordan prevented them from
physically abusing me.

- Have you met Jordanian
prisoners?

Not personally, but I have
met with persons who did.

- How did you know about
your release?

One of the investigators
told me on the 71st day of my
arrest and gave me a letter from
my sister. Then I stayed in the
solitary confinement for five
days, before brining me back
to the collective prison for one
day prior to my release.

It is like a psychological
war that all prisoners talk
about; they inform prisoners
of their release date and then
they tell them that they will
not leave. This made me feel
really scared.

- How do you describe the
role of the Jordanian embassy
in Riyadh in dealing with
your case?

I did not expect to meet
any representative from the
embassy, which indicates that
the government is not paying
attention to Jordanian prisoners
abroad. To this effect, we, as
activists, have agreed to form
a committee that follows up on
the issue of prisons outside the
country.

Popular movements
improve freedoms, unveil
media shortcomings

‘
T Ghada Sheikh

T

AMMAN - Popular movements,
which started about two years
ago, are contributing to improving
one of the most important rights
stipulated in the Constitution
and international conventions -—
freedom of speech.

After years of restricting its
practice and deeming it as a taboo,
the movements managed to revive
the freedom of expression, making
it present among the mainstream
and the media.

Al Rai daily reporter, Rakan
Saaideh, said that the popular
movements have unveiled two
main components relataed to the
public freedoms; contributing to
raising the ceiling of freedoms of
speech and exposing the media’s
shortcomings.

The media took two sides
while covering the movements,
either distorted their image or
reflecting people’s aspirations and
frustrations, according to Saaideh.

“One would not have predicted
such imbalances without the
popular movements,” said the
reporter, stressing the need to
entrench the freedom of expression
in all areas.

Meanwhile, Basil  Okour,
editor of the “Jo24” news website,
noted that the calls for reforms
have contributed substantially to
enhancing the public freedoms,
including the right to expression,
for it have managed to cross the
redlines.

“Jordanian can express their
opinions freely now, especially
because the popular movements
have created a state of public
interaction in expressing opinions
without notice what have been
deemed earlier as redlines,” he
highlighted.

Activist ~Hamzeh  Zghoul,
member of the National Progressive
Front, said the public movements
have enabled Jordanians to express
themselves without fear, a trend he
noted has started since March 24,
2011.

Aya Musa, a woman activist,
agreed, adding that “people used to
fear discussing local issues or even
protest peacefully”.

“The freedom of expression
has been one of the Arab Spring
outcomes that made citizens
more aware of their right to have
legitimate demands...,” she said.
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Jordanians are split between supporters and opponents
Bassem Youssef's sarcasm; a freedom of expression or an insult?
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Farah Maraqa

AMMAN - Jordanians had discussed
the arrest warrant issued against Egyptian
satirist Bassem Youssef as it was alocal issue,
splitting between supporters and opponents
of the prosecutor general’s decision.

Some perceive topics discussed by the
comedian as a media freedom, while others
consider it as “ridiculing” Islam and his
country’s political figures.

Besides the extensive tackling of
Youssef’s case in the local media, citizens
have expressed their opinions over the
famous comedian on social and news
websites, with some describing his materials
as “degrading” criticism.

Some commentators believed that the
fact that someone who look for Egyptian
President Mohammad Morsi’s errors
are considered an “insult” to Egypt as a
country, whereas others have gone further
by accusing Yousse’s of being Mossad and
working for Israel.

“He is a dissolute and against Islamic
teachings,” some of the critics read.

On the other hand, some commentators

underlined the significance of Youssef’s
arguments and his efforts to highlight the
loopholes and shortcomings in the new
ruling system, stressing his talents and
capabilities in performing his duties to the
fullest.

Citizens have also wondered about the
consequences if a Jordanian presenter takes
the same path of Youssef and in what is
perceived as an “insult” the state figures,
noting that he or she would have been
abused by the intelligence apparatuses.

Moreover, some deemed that subjects
presented by the Egyptian satirist in
exposing ‘“corruption” in the Muslim
Brotherhood’s regime would prevent their
Jordanian counterpart from ruling.

The arrest warrant against Youssef
has spurred international controversies,
particularly since it took place in a country
that has “gained its freedom” recently from
a regime that had silenced the media for
decades.

He was accused of insulting Islam
and the Egyptian president, in addition
to “circulating lies that seek to harm the
national peace”.

According to Jordanian writers, the
incident is considered a “repress” to media
freedoms and an evident to that the regime
rejects criticism exposing its faults.

Writer Omar Dawodieh noted that his
differences with Youssef do not contradict
the fact that he managed to gain “enormous”
popularity across the Arab world, especially
in light of attempts to ensure the influence
of the Muslim Brotherhood movement on
the media in Egypt, the rise in the sectarian
speech and holding the Copts accountable
for everything.

“Bassem seems to be more open,
objective and brave, and above all, smiles

Movies, songs supporting democratic concepts, freedoms

Freedom messengers ; youth talents entrenching high values

WTT

¥

Farah Maraqa

AMMAN - “In order to be an innovative
artist, you must be free and in order to be
free, you must live and in order to live you
must eat and in order to eat-in the Arab
world- you need to shut up!,” said one of
the freedom messenger.

During a ceremony organized by
the Freedom Messengers Network in
April, musical and theoretical plays were
performed that seek to simply the concepts
of citizenships, freedoms and human rights.

The event was held to celebrate the end
of series of training, according to network
coordinator, Haytham Abu Atiyyeh.

The Street Theatre, a group of men who
perform theoretical plays that take place in
public spaces, took part in the ceremony,
presented a spontaneous show, during the
actors played the roles of ministers and
the audience had the chance to ask them
questions about the hike in prices and the
economic and social challenges they are
facing.

In addition, two short films were
featured, shedding light on violations
against democracy and freedoms.

more than those who hide behind their
bears,” said the writer.

He added that what angered the Egyptian
presidency this time was videos that have
been aired during Youssef’s show “El
Bernameg”, which showed Morsi preaching
about applying the Islamic Shariaa before
being elected, including boycotting the US
and reaching out to Jerusalem, and then
ignoring all these speeches after presiding.

Writer Manar Rishwani wrote an article
in which he held a comparison between the
situation of Youssef and that of Egyptian blogger
Karim Amer in 2006, who was also received
criticism during Hussni Mubarak’s era.

However, the two writers have found
many Jordanians interested in the satirist’s
case.

The Committee to Protect Journalists,
which is headquartered in the US, has also
criticized the interrogations of Egyptian
blogger Alaa Abdul Fattah, who apposes the
Muslim Brotherhood, over Facebook and
Twitter messages and conversations.

In addition, tens of other television
presenters and journalists who disapproves
with the Muslim Brotherhood are said
to be interrogated for “feeding sedation
and threatening the internal security and
stability”, according to Al Ahram daily.

Titled “Shwayyet Sharaf”, (a little bit
of honor), director Ahmad Zghoul depicted
the society’s outlook of women, which
increases the deadlines surrounding them,
while leaving the space open for men.

In the other movie, “Bedkon Horreieh”,
(you want freedom), director Abdullha Abu
Dayyak depicts the suffering of Syrians after
they escape death in their country through
interviewing children from the Zaatari
Refugee Camp in Mafraq Governorate.

The motion pictures have gained
people’s admiration.

Zghoul underlined the importance of
taking part in the event, which he said does

not impose any restriction on the content
of the featured materials, in addition to the
financial support members of the Freedom
Messengers Network receive under the
Center for Defending Freedom of Journalis
ts (CDFJ).

Abu Dayyak agreed, adding that the
logistic support provided by the centre,
including improving the capabilities of
filmmakers and helping them overcome
obstacles facing their work.

The ceremony also featured rapper
Christ Zu’bi and Omoumi musical band,
whose songs carry meanings of freedom and
democracy, according to singer Yara Nimor,

who stressed the band’s commitment to
include a “humane” element in their songs.

Standup comedian, Chex Al Ali, also
presented two shows.

CDFJ  President Nidal Mansour
underlined the importance of all the
performances in entrenching high values
and human rights concepts in a way that
employs youth’s energies and talents.

The Freedom Messengers project has
started in 2004 by the centre targeting
influential people, such as teachers and
journalists, which are called “information
multipliers”, according to Abu Atiyyeh.
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Social media networks...
new horizons for free, untied media

‘
r Ghadir Saadi
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AMMAN - The prevalence of social media networks,
namely “Facebook, Twitter and Youtube”, has opened
the door for an unprecedented and revolutionary media,
leading to the emergence of “citizen journalists™.

The new facilities provided by the internet have
provided in the field of communication, organization
and media contributed in altering the old equation,
under which changing forces had to depend on other
countries during their political struggle as the case in
the 60s and 70s.

Evident to this is the events that took place in Tunis,
Egypt and Libya, during which the social media tools
have played an integral role in spreading ideas and
breaking political taboos, leading to better awareness
among youth.

Social media expert Thamer Awayseh said the end
of the “location phobia” is one of the achievements of
social networks for entering the Cyberspace somehow
sets people free.

He added that geographical borders no longer play
role in forming virtual societies, giving people the
opportunity to communicate around the clock.

“This has resulted in changing the quality of surfing
the internet; from entertainment tool to one for leading,
preaching and organizing and then to an active panel
for reporting on events...,” Awayseh indicated.

“In brief, the new media is a transitional phase
from recession to political awareness that is definitely
changing the form of Arab governments and civil
society. Therefore, we might witness a political
recessioninsocial mediain the near future compensated
by a genuine action by civil society organizations and
public agencies,” he added.

iy 16

Online communications experts Ahmad Qaisi
cited the distinguish role in highlighting the role of
individuals as an active agent for change and guiding
the public opinion.

“The social medianetworkshave become anessential
panel for expressing all ideas and orientations inside
the society in light of a dialogue based on interaction
between the individual, elite and the public,” he said.

For his part, Kamal Mahmoud, activist in the field
of social networks cited a report on social media in the
Arab world in 2012, which showed that the number of
Facebook users in the region went up by around 50%,
topping 45 million by the first half of last year.

He noted that the study, conducted by Dubai School
of Government faculty, also showed that 70% of
Facebook users in the Arab world are between 15 and
29, while Twitter users reached two million in the first
six months of last year.

In March 2012, Twitter received more than 173

million tweets from the Arab world, according to the
report, which noted that the Arabic language is the
fastest growing language on Twitter.

Saudi Arabia ranked first in the number of tweets,
followed by Egypt, Kuwait and the UAE respectively.

According to statistics, the number of Youtube
views from the Middle East and North Africa region
reached 167 million, of whom 90 million are Saudis.

Saudi Arabia has been ranked first globally in the
number of Youtube viewers.

The Social Breaker website, which is specialized
in showing figures about social media, noted that Asia
is considered the most continent with Facebook users,
with Saudi Arabia ranking the eleventh among 48
Asian countries, while the UAE ranked the 14th.

Meanwhile, the areebaareeba.com, an Arab social
website, was officially launched in 2011, attracting
more than on million subscribers in one year, mainly
from the Arab world and Arab communities abroad.

Labor issues at media outlets take prominence
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AMMAN - Journalists have been
covering the details of strikes held by
employees from different companies to
demand more rights, only to realize that
they are deprived themselves.

A huge number of media graduates
working in news websites suffer the bitter
by the lack of their basic rights, while
having no association to defend their
rights — the Jordan Press Association
Law has not included them yet.

However, media experts believe that
problems facing journalists at workplace
should not affect their professionalism,
workers at the field state the contrary,
particularly as they are forced to work
in other fields as well to improve their
living conditions.

For her part, a women reporter said
she had to resign for the news website
she used to work at because it failed to
meet her financial needs.

The story of Adnan Barrieh, who has
been laid off arbitrary from Al Arab Al
Yawm’s daily, sets another example on
challenges facing reporters in Jordan.

Barrieh said the decision to lay
him off about two months ago was
“malicious” and was a reaction to his
efforts to protect the rights of workers
at the paper.

Despite the Jordan Press Association’s
(JPA) stance in support of Barrieh, the
newspaper’s administration refused
to reconsider its decision, leading the
reporter to go on hunger strike as of
April 21.

Commenting on the issue, President
of the Centre for Defending Freedom of
Journalists (CDFJ) Nidal Mansour said
media outlets in Jordan suffer from “a

weak institutional foundation and lack
of funding, which create an obstacle that
threatens their employees’ job stability.

“This should justify victimizing
journalists,” he underlined, adding that it
should not be a pretext for “lazy” reporters
not to work at their full capacity too.

Mansour noted that labour problems
are not considered a violation to the
freedom of expression, unless a reporter
is proven to be fired for taking a stance
towards them.

He said the media freedoms have
been on the decline in Jordan, stressing
the importance of following the path
of advanced countries that have a
‘conscious clause” in journalists’ code of
ethics, under which reporters have the
right to abide by the editorial policy of
their outlets.

“Journalists under this clause have
the right to reign if the editorial policy is
changed,” the CDFJ president noted.
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